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Contacts 

 

Interim Moderator   Rev Robert Nicol 
  3 Castlegreen Road  
  Thurso 
  Caithness 
  Tel: 01847 894441 
   RNicol@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 
Nominating  Committee Clerk   Anne Temple 
  41 Breadalbane Terrace 
  Wick 
  Caithness  
  Tel: 01955 603954  
  f.temple434@btinternet.com 

 
Nominating Committee Convener  David Bremner 
  9 Stewart Crescent 
  Thrumster 
  Wick 
  Tel: 01955 651250 
  
 
 
 

Relevant summarised extracts from Pulteneytown & Thrumster Parish Church’s ‘Five 
Year Plan’ have been included in this Profile.  The Plan sets out the aims and plans of the 
congregation from 2014. A full copy of the Five Year Plan can be obtained on request 
from the Vacancy Clerk. 

 

 

The Minister 

 

 

The congregation is looking for an evangelical minister who will use God’s Word to 
encourage and inspire, to comfort and support, to teach and discipline.  The new 
minister will be expected to introduce vision and enthusiasm to spreading the Good 
News of Jesus Christ to the communities of Pulteneytown and Thrumster.  It is 
envisaged that the person chosen will unashamedly proclaim Christ and Him crucified, 
leading and guiding the congregation, and who is eager to promote the physical and 
spiritual well-being of all. 

 

mailto:f.temple434@btinternet.com?subject=Pulteneytown%20and%20Thrumster%20Parish%20Church
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Locality Information 

 

 

Wick 

Wick is situated in the North East of Caithness and is built on a beautiful coastline, close to 
lovely beaches.  The people of Wick are friendly and welcoming having the kind of values 
that lend themselves towards a good quality of life. The main hospital for Caithness and 
Sutherland is in the town, and provides employment for many in the area.  The town has 
many pleasant areas, but there is also some deprivation and poverty.  There is an airport 
and a railway station and Inverness is just over two hours drive away. 

Thrumster 
 
Thrumster is a small village 4 ½ miles south of Wick.  The community is made up of a 
village of 50 houses, with an outlying area with approximately 100 homes.  It has its own 
primary school. 
 
Education 
Pulteneytown Academy (primary) and Wick High School (secondary) are within 2 minutes 
walk of the manse.  Replacement schools currently being built in the town include a new 
secondary school and two new primary schools.  Scouts, Guides and many other after-
school clubs are also available.      
 
Sport and Leisure 
Wick has a yachting marina which is especially busy during the summer months. There is 
an excellent links golf course near the town and a bowling green. The local football team, 
Wick Academy, plays in the Highland League.  Sea and loch fishing, sailing, surfing and hill 
walking are easily accessible.  Indoor sports are also well catered for with squash courts, 
badminton courts, a swimming pool and modern gym.   
 
Retail 
Virtually all shopping can be done in one of 3 supermarkets or a variety of other chain 
stores in Wick.  There is also a range of some smaller locally owned shops. 
 

 

 

History 

 

Pulteneytown Parish Church was built in 1842 to serve the spiritual needs of the people in 
the new settlement of Pulteneytown which was designed by Thomas Telford.  The 
emphasis of recent history has been on union, as first Thrumster and then the Central 
Church joined with what was known as St Andrew’s Church to form the congregation of 
Pulteneytown and Thrumster Parish Church in 1990.   
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Church Organisations 
 
Sunday Club 
The Sunday Club for children aged three years up to Primary 7, meets every Sunday during 
term time at 11.30am.   The Church minibus provides transport. 
 

Youth Group 
The Youth Group consisting of approximately 18 members of Secondary School age who 
meet on a Sunday night in the church lounge. 
 

Golden Years 
The Golden Years runs every second Wednesday afternoon during the winter months and 
is aimed at the older age group in the community.   
 

The Guild  
The Guild meets fortnightly from September to March. 
 

Knit and Natter 
This group meets weekly during the winter months for knitting, crafts and socialising. 
 

The Weekly Prayer Meeting 
This is held on Wednesday evenings. 
 

Prayer Breakfast 
A Prayer Breakfast is held on the last Friday of each month at 8am.  
 

Fellowship Lunch 
A ‘Bring and Share’ lunch is held at the end of each term after the morning service. 
 

Coffee Bar 
The Coffee Bar is open on Wednesday mornings and after the Sunday evening service.  
 
Thrumster Teas 
Teas are served after the Thrumster service on a monthly basis. 

Outreach 
 
Holiday Club 
The Holiday Club for primary school age children has taken place annually since 1986.  One 
hundred and fifty children approximately register for the week and a large group of 
volunteers are involved.  As a follow up to the Holiday Club, the development of ‘Messy 
Church’ has been discussed in the Five Year Plan. 
 

Break Out 
Break Out is an outreach programme for those of secondary school age and is run during 
the same week as the Holiday Club in the evenings. 
 

Alltnacriche  
The Youth Group have an annual weekend away to Aviemore every February when 
approximately 25 young people, including invited friends, stay at the Scripture Union’s 
Alltnacriche Christian Centre.   
 

Newsletter 
The congregational newsletter is distributed monthly along with gift envelopes for those 
who wish to make a donation to church funds.  
 
Thrumster Barbecue 
An annual barbecue is held in the church grounds during the summer. 
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The Buildings 

 
Pulteneytown Church, Thrumster Church and the Manse are listed as ‘Category A’ in the 
Presbytery Plan (defined in Church of Scotland terminology as ‘buildings likely to remain in 
use beyond the lifetime of the Ten Year Plan’). 
 

Main Church  
The building has undergone extensive renovation and redecoration and incorporates a 
hearing loop, modern sound system and individual lighting controls. An organ, clavinova 
and many audio-visual aids are also available for use during services. 
 

Courtyard/Coffee Bar 
The glass-fronted courtyard at the front of the church houses the Coffee Bar. 
 

 
Coffee Bar 
 

Church Halls  
These are attached to the main church building.  The halls are used by the Sunday Club, 
Church groups and other community organisations throughout the week. The halls have a 
large number of lightweight folding tables and stacked chairs, a clavinova, and audio-
visual equipment.  There is a modern fully fitted kitchen leading off the larger hall.  
 

Upstairs 
There is a General Purpose Room leading off to a fully equipped office. There is also a 
comfortable lounge which has a clavinova and audio-visual equipment. 
 

Other  
The buildings also include a Vestry, Choir Room, Counting Room/I.T. Store and six toilets - 
two adapted for the disabled. 
 

Thrumster  
The church at Thrumster was built in 1900.  It has a beautiful main church area, with 
wonderful acoustics.  A vestry leads off the entrance hall and is used for meetings.  The 
church is surrounded by a stone wall with enclosed grass area containing trees, shrubs and 
flowers.   
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The Manse 
 
The manse is a beautiful stone built Edwardian house which has five bedrooms and is in 
excellent condition.  A fully modernised kitchen, a shower and extra downstairs toilet has 
been recently installed.  The manse has mature well-tended gardens and is in a quiet cul-
de-sac within walking distance of schools and shops. 
 

 Pulteneytown Parish Church Manse 
 
 
 

The Congregation – Statistics 
 

 

Communion Roll: 200.   

Adherents/supplementary roll: 57 

There are 400 homes in the parish that claim a connection with the church.   

Morning service attendance: up to 100.   

Thrumster service attendance: up to 20 

Evening service attendance: up to 40.    

Kirk Session: 14 elders.  The parish is divided into 12 districts with an elder responsible for 
each district. 

Congregational Board: all the elders plus another 11 church members, making a total of 
25. 
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Worship 
 

 
“There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan  
that can succeed against the LORD.”   Proverbs 21.30 
 
Sunday worship is the centrepiece of the congregation’s life, but it is hoped that an 
attitude of worship will pervade all we do.  We expect our services to be conducted 
through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Preaching will have a bias towards the 
expository though we are open to other scripturally-based approaches. 
 
Services are held at 11.30am at Pulteneytown, 3pm at Thrumster and 6.30pm at 
Pulteneytown again. We intend to continue with this pattern.  We recognise that we will 
need to consider whether to continue with three services every Sunday. 
 
With a new minister we would like to try a more contemporary style of worship, in the 
evenings particularly, which might appeal more to people in the teens to 40 age group. 
We would like to encourage musicians to form a praise band which would supplement 
organ-accompanied worship.  
 
We would also be interested in exploring other ways of presenting worship to those who 
are not able, or choose not, to attend Sunday services: for example, web-cam broadcast; 
recording of services.                                                         
                                                                                      (Extract from Five-Year Plan) 

 

Special Services 
 

Communion Services are held 4 times per year. A preparatory service is held on the Friday 
evening preceding communion. A Christmas Eve Watch night Service is held at 11.30 pm. 
The minister usually attends and takes part in the service held at the War Memorial on 
Armistice Day.  

Several special services are held at Thrumster throughout the year; including a Harvest 
Service and a Christmas Carol Service.  The minister also has close links with Thrumster 
School and is involved in assemblies and regular visits. 

 
Minibus - Wick and East Caithness Church/Community Transport 
Association 
 
Wick and East Caithness Church/Community Transport Association was set up 16 years 
ago with the church as lead partner.  The church uses the minibus for Sunday services and 
Sunday Club and it is also used through the week by church organisations.  When the 
church is not using the 17-seater minibus, it is available for hire by community groups and 
is widely used.  The association is run by a committee of mainly church members.  The 
minibus was part-funded by the Scottish Government and running costs are also grant-
aided. 

For further details and more pictures visit www.pulteneytownchurch.org.uk 

Charity No    SC 001291



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                    


